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A comprehensive, up-to-date guide to living in New Zealand, that provides everything you need
to know about moving to and residing Down Under. It includes inside information on the best
places to live, getting a job or starting a business, education, health, finances, and retiring there.
Written for would-be expats by journalists working for London's Daily Telegraph, it features many
case studies of people who have started a new life in New Zealand, and gives an honest
account of what relocating and living there is really like.

About the AuthorGrowing up on a dairy farm in rural southeastern Indiana ,Gary was raised in a
conservative Christian environment and looked forward to a life much like his ancestors had
lived. The two car garage, white picket fence and 2.5 kids was his life's dream. Due to some
twists of fate his life changed suddenly and a different path was taken. At this time,he began to
question everything he was brought up to believe, his political views, his religious and spiritual
beliefs and every value society places on us as members of the human race. During his Vision
Quest, which lead him to Egypt, Australia, the Canary Islands, Belize and most of the United
States, he reevaluated and examined everything he believed in. Having always had an interest in
things of a spiritual and esoteric nature this was without question a predetermined path. Through
and because of his interest in photography he was able to study and document many ancient
cultures throughout the world, in particular the Australian Aborigine, the Maya, and the Ancient
Egyptians. Although his travels have changed his perception of life and many of the spiritual
values he once held, one belief remains unchanged. His belief in the basic conservative core
values of life that have been carried down through the ages from time immemorial.His belief in a
Supreme Being or God have not faltered. Time and time again history has shown that when a
people or civilization fall from a belief in their God and basic common sense values , their way of
life ceases to be. Let's not let that happen to us. To contact Gary: www.journeysthrulife.com.
Email: journeysthrulife@gmail.com.
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ContentsINTRODUCTIONAbout this guideCHAPTER 1Why New ZealandCHAPTER 2Best
places to liveCHAPTER 3Finding workCHAPTER 4Visas, permits and other red tapeCHAPTER
5Retiring to New ZealandCHAPTER 6HealthCHAPTER 7Schools and universitieCHAPTER
8FinanceCHAPTER 9CultureCHAPTER 10Offers & discountsINTRODUCTIONAbout this
guideThe Telegraph’s Living in New Zealand guide has been compiled using a variety of source
material. Some has come from our correspondents who are lucky enough to be paid by us to live
there, or other journalists who have made occasional visits, to write travel features or to cover
news or sporting events. Other information has come from official sources.By far the most useful
info on life in New Zealand is this guide, however, some has come from many ordinary people –
ordinary New Zealanders willing to share insights into their country and ordinary Britons, many
of them Telegraph readers, who have already made the move you are contemplating, and are
now residents in New Zealand. They have discovered what worked and what didn’t, and gone
through the highs and lows that accompany any expat journey. It is their experiences that I
believe will be most valuable for you as you make your plans to follow them.Our intention is to
provide you with the most comprehensive, up-to-date guide to your destination, with everything
you need in one place, in an easy-to-use format. Our aim is not to sell the country to you, but to
give an honest account of what relocating and living there is really like.We hope you will find this
guide of some use, and we wish you well with your adventure. If we can be of any further
assistance, or if you have suggestions as to the content of this book, please don’t hesitate to
contact us.If you have purchased this book through Ebook Tops or another online store (that is,
other than directly through the Telegraph website), then please do introduce yourself to us; we’d
be delighted to hear from you and get your views on the book. As an incentive to do so, if you
register your details at our website, , then we will send you an updated and enhanced version of
this book as and when it is re-released, absolutely free of charge.Richard EllisPublisherEmail:
countryguides@telegraph.co.ukWebsite:Mail: 111 Buckingham Palace, London, SW1W
0DTTelephone: +44 207 931 2000CHAPTER 1Why New Zealand
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guideThe Telegraph’s Living in New Zealand guide has been compiled using a variety of source
material. Some has come from our correspondents who are lucky enough to be paid by us to live
there, or other journalists who have made occasional visits, to write travel features or to cover
news or sporting events. Other information has come from official sources.By far the most useful
info on life in New Zealand is this guide, however, some has come from many ordinary people –
ordinary New Zealanders willing to share insights into their country and ordinary Britons, many
of them Telegraph readers, who have already made the move you are contemplating, and are
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through the highs and lows that accompany any expat journey. It is their experiences that I
believe will be most valuable for you as you make your plans to follow them.Our intention is to
provide you with the most comprehensive, up-to-date guide to your destination, with everything
you need in one place, in an easy-to-use format. Our aim is not to sell the country to you, but to
give an honest account of what relocating and living there is really like.We hope you will find this
guide of some use, and we wish you well with your adventure. If we can be of any further
assistance, or if you have suggestions as to the content of this book, please don’t hesitate to
contact us.If you have purchased this book through Ebook Tops or another online store (that is,
other than directly through the Telegraph website), then please do introduce yourself to us; we’d
be delighted to hear from you and get your views on the book. As an incentive to do so, if you
register your details at our website, , then we will send you an updated and enhanced version of
this book as and when it is re-released, absolutely free of charge.Richard EllisPublisherEmail:
countryguides@telegraph.co.ukWebsite:Mail: 111 Buckingham Palace, London, SW1W
0DTTelephone: +44 207 931 2000CHAPTER 1Why New ZealandMany Britons have been
tempted to start a new life abroad. Normally these enticing thoughts come during a long,
freezing, commute to work, on a dark January morning. Blue skies, white sand beaches and
mile after mile of vineyards producing your favourite Sauvignon Blanc might seem an impossible
dream as you stand with your face jammed against a door on an overcrowded train, or sit in
another endless queue on the M25 worrying about your tax return. But if you close your eyes
and imagine a new life, what would be on your wish list?Expats who have made the move often
say they were looking for a better work life balance, a higher standard of living, or simply more
sun. Others say they wanted adventure, or to bring up their children away from the crime and
crowds of big city life, or a safe, quiet environment for their retirement. New Zealand, consistently
among the top ten destinations chosen by emigrating Britons over the past 20 years, scores
highly on all of these.Two of the words most commonly used by New Zealanders are: ‘Kia Ora’,
Maori for ‘be well’. The term is usually used as a greeting, instead of ‘hello’, and sums up the
country’s laid back, positive approach to life, where health and happiness are often ranked as
highly as material wealth and professional success. Bernard Hill, a British actor who worked in
New Zealand, said that the country had a special feeling: “... just the atmosphere there. There’s a
kind of a core tranquility about it, a kind of assuredness that this is fairly close to approaching the
perfect way to be.”This tranquility was shattered in 2011 by two earthquakes that devastated one
of the country’s biggest cities, Christchurch. Many people lost their homes, offices and public
buildings were destroyed and 185 people died. Reconstruction work is well underway, but it is
estimated that it will take at least ten more years to rebuild the city. Prince William visited
Christchurch in April 2014 and praised the resilience of its inhabitants. “Despite the daunting job
ahead of you, life continues with classic Kiwi humour, creativity, innovation and determination,”
he said.New Zealand is as far from Britain as it is possible to go. It lies 900 miles east of its
nearest continental neighbour, Australia. Because it is so remote, it was one of the last lands to
be settled by humans - but we have been catching up ever since. The country now has a



population of 4.5 million people and nearly a quarter of those were born somewhere else.New
Zealand was first settled over 700 years ago by Polynesians who established the Maori culture.
Abel Tasman, a Dutch explorer, was the first European to sight New Zealand in 1642. His arrival
was not a great success, possibly because he had confused his longitudes and thought he was
in South America. Four of his crew were then killed as they attempted to land.Captain James
Cook, the British explorer, received a better reception when he arrived more than 100 years
later, and Europeans have been welcomed to New Zealand ever since. Early migrants came for
the whaling, sealing and trading, now they come for the space, gentle pace of life, and
spectacular beauty.It is not a big country. New Zealand is slightly larger than the UK, but has
around one fourteenth of the population. There are only 16 people per square kilometre,
compared to 252 in the UK. However, it does have more sheep than the UK, there are reputed to
be nine sheep per person. Agriculture is key to the country’s economy, along with tourism. It is
one of the world’s most popular destinations for tourists, and it is easy to see why.Perhaps the
second most used term in New Zealand is: ‘Wow!’ New Zealand’s landscapes are as stunning
as a film set. Some days the colours can seem too good to be true: clear, turquoise waters,
glossy green rainforest and snowcapped mountains. Within one day it is possible to see
glaciers, fjords, vast plains, sub-tropical forests, a volcanic plateau and miles of empty coastline.
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Buckingham Palace, London, SW1W 0DTTelephone: +44 207 931 2000CHAPTER 1Why New
ZealandMany Britons have been tempted to start a new life abroad. Normally these enticing
thoughts come during a long, freezing, commute to work, on a dark January morning. Blue
skies, white sand beaches and mile after mile of vineyards producing your favourite Sauvignon
Blanc might seem an impossible dream as you stand with your face jammed against a door on
an overcrowded train, or sit in another endless queue on the M25 worrying about your tax return.
But if you close your eyes and imagine a new life, what would be on your wish list?Expats who
have made the move often say they were looking for a better work life balance, a higher standard
of living, or simply more sun. Others say they wanted adventure, or to bring up their children
away from the crime and crowds of big city life, or a safe, quiet environment for their retirement.
New Zealand, consistently among the top ten destinations chosen by emigrating Britons over
the past 20 years, scores highly on all of these.Two of the words most commonly used by New
Zealanders are: ‘Kia Ora’, Maori for ‘be well’. The term is usually used as a greeting, instead of
‘hello’, and sums up the country’s laid back, positive approach to life, where health and
happiness are often ranked as highly as material wealth and professional success. Bernard Hill,
a British actor who worked in New Zealand, said that the country had a special feeling: “... just
the atmosphere there. There’s a kind of a core tranquility about it, a kind of assuredness that this
is fairly close to approaching the perfect way to be.”This tranquility was shattered in 2011 by two
earthquakes that devastated one of the country’s biggest cities, Christchurch. Many people lost
their homes, offices and public buildings were destroyed and 185 people died. Reconstruction
work is well underway, but it is estimated that it will take at least ten more years to rebuild the city.
Prince William visited Christchurch in April 2014 and praised the resilience of its inhabitants.
“Despite the daunting job ahead of you, life continues with classic Kiwi humour, creativity,
innovation and determination,” he said.New Zealand is as far from Britain as it is possible to go. It
lies 900 miles east of its nearest continental neighbour, Australia. Because it is so remote, it was
one of the last lands to be settled by humans - but we have been catching up ever since. The
country now has a population of 4.5 million people and nearly a quarter of those were born
somewhere else.New Zealand was first settled over 700 years ago by Polynesians who
established the Maori culture. Abel Tasman, a Dutch explorer, was the first European to sight
New Zealand in 1642. His arrival was not a great success, possibly because he had confused
his longitudes and thought he was in South America. Four of his crew were then killed as they
attempted to land.Captain James Cook, the British explorer, received a better reception when he
arrived more than 100 years later, and Europeans have been welcomed to New Zealand ever
since. Early migrants came for the whaling, sealing and trading, now they come for the space,
gentle pace of life, and spectacular beauty.It is not a big country. New Zealand is slightly larger
than the UK, but has around one fourteenth of the population. There are only 16 people per
square kilometre, compared to 252 in the UK. However, it does have more sheep than the UK,
there are reputed to be nine sheep per person. Agriculture is key to the country’s economy,
along with tourism. It is one of the world’s most popular destinations for tourists, and it is easy to



see why.Perhaps the second most used term in New Zealand is: ‘Wow!’ New Zealand’s
landscapes are as stunning as a film set. Some days the colours can seem too good to be true:
clear, turquoise waters, glossy green rainforest and snowcapped mountains. Within one day it is
possible to see glaciers, fjords, vast plains, sub-tropical forests, a volcanic plateau and miles of
empty coastline.Peter Jackson, New Zealander and director of the Lord of the Rings and The
Hobbit film trilogies, also thought his home country should be a film set, so he cast it as Middle
Earth. “Tolkein’s world was one of deep hidden valleys, barren wastelands, remote mystical
mountains and lush, low valleys and we found all these places in New Zealand,” Jackson said.
The country’s geographical isolation means there are plants and animals in New Zealand, such
as the Kiwi bird, that cannot be found anywhere else, except, perhaps, Middle Earth.New
Zealand is a narrow slither of a country. It looks as if it has broken away from Australia’s south-
east coast, and drifted out to sea before coming to rest somewhere in the Pacific. Its three main
islands lie across two tectonic plates. This causes geothermal areas and volcanoes, some of
which are still active. Lake Taupo is the result of one of the most destructive volcanic eruptions in
the world. Rotorua has geothermal activity, with spouting geysers, hot water pools, and bubbling
mud.There are also 10,000 miles of uncrowded and diverse coastline. The West Coast is wilder,
with many black-sand beaches, while the East Coast has gentle golden beaches, quiet coves
and harbours dotted with islands. Kathryn Mansfield, one of New Zealand’s best known authors,
might have been writing about her homeland when she wrote: “Life never becomes a habit to
me, it is always a marvel.”But there is much more to the country than meets the eye. In 2014 New
Zealand was ranked as the most socially progressive country in the world, according to a report
by a USnited States think tank, Social Progress Imperative. It also led on overall opportunity: a
score based on personal rights, freedom, inclusion and access to higher education.Women
were given the vote in New Zealand before any other country. In 1893 the electoral act
enfranchised women, 35 years before women in Britain were allowed to vote. New Zealand was
also the first country to have its top three positions of power held by women at the same
time.Perhaps it is no coincidence, but New Zealand also has a reputation for being a safe place
to live. Hitchhiking is still a popular way to get around, crime is relatively low and has been
declining for the past 15 years. According to anti-corruption body, Transparency International,
New Zealand is among the least politically corrupt countries in the world.Education is important
in New Zealand. Schools are considered to be very good and most children attend state school,
although there are a number of private and church-based schools too. The country has one of
the highest literacy rates in the world at 99 per cent, compared to 97 per cent in the US (Britain’s
is also 99%). It also has the highest number of bookshops, per head in the world (and Scottish
pipe bands, but that’s another story...).But, don’t get the wrong impression. New Zealanders may
be bookworms, but there is nothing they like more than defying death, such as jumping from a
height tied, to a long elastic band. The country claims to have invented bungy jumping (note the
New Zealand spelling of bungy. Brits, who also claim to have invented the sport, spell it bungee).
If this is your idea of fun, go to Queenstown on South Island, which bills itself as the country’s



adventure capital, or try any of the most popular high adrenaline sports on offer, such as
extreme skiing, black water rafting, white water rafting, kayaking, flying a flying fox across a
ravine, kite-surfing, paragliding and caving.If you prefer something a bit more sedate, do what
the locals do and go ‘tramping’ through one of the country’s 14 national parks. There are dozens
of long marked paths running for miles through glorious, isolated countryside. New Zealand’s
beaten track is so beautiful you may never want to leave it.Getting around the country could not
be easier. Trains and buses run on time, the roads are good and generally traffic free. There is
always an ATM when you need one and hotels and hostels are clean and welcoming. The food
and wine are also wonderful. Peter Gordon is possibly the country’s best known chef, known as
the ‘father of fusion cuisine’ he was the first to fuse eastern and western style of cooking in the
1980s. He has had restaurants in Notting Hill and Soho, London, but is now based in Auckland,
with a restaurant, his own brand of chutneys and co-owns a vineyard.New Zealand wine, next to
its lamb, must be one of the country’s biggest foodie success stories of the past 20 years. The
first wines were produced in New Zealand in 1836 by a British resident, James Busby, who grew
vines on his land at Waitangi. A combination of perfect climate, water and soil have continued to
produce some of the best ‘new world’ wines available on the market. Oz Clarke, the UK wine
expert described New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc as “arguably the best in the world.”With all this
going for it, there must be some drawbacks. One of the most frequently cited is how far New
Zealand is from the UK, or from nearly everywhere. It can take at least 26 hours to fly to
Auckland or Wellington from the UK. Too long for a quick home visit to see family or stock up on
marmite, but far quicker than the five weeks it took Wendy and Peter Smith, expats we spoke to
for this guide, when they sailed to New Zealand on an assisted passage, in 1975. But in those
days, once you arrived, you stayed, communication was mostly by letter, or the occasional, very
expensive phone call. Now email, Skype and social media do a great job of keeping families in
touch even at such a distance, so inevitable bouts homesickness may not feel so bad.But New
Zealand does not suit everyone. Some expats who have returned to Britain say that they found
the weather too humid. In the tropical north of North Island it can reach 90% humidity, with
tropical storms and cyclones relatively common. Perhaps because the summers are so warm
many complain that homes in New Zealand are rarely built to withstand the cold winters, some
are poorly constructed, with thin walls and no double glazing or even heating. But this is
changing as houses are increasingly built to eco-standards, making the most of the long hours
of sunshine with solar panels and better insulation.In a country full of opportunities for outdoor
life, it is surprising to learn that New Zealand has one of the world’s highest obesity rates.
According to the latest government figures, 31 per cent of adults are obese and 34 per cent are
overweight. As Elaine, a 34-year old Briton who moved to Auckland, said, the answer may lie in
New Zealand’s love of fast food “there are hundreds of bakeries that sell pies and cakes (and
sandwiches too, but never salads) hundreds of Burger Kings and McDonalds... and Chinese fast
food takeaways.”And then there is the Pacific Ring of Fire. This is the name given to the
particular, geologically active area of the Pacific Ocean where New Zealand lies. There are



thousands of small earth tremors every year - leading to the country being nicknamed the ‘shaky
isles’ - although only about 200 are strong enough to be felt. However, New Zealand is a country
prepared. There are now stringent regulations, ensuring that all new buildings can withstand the
strongest earthquakes, and one of the first things children learn at school is what to do when the
ground shakes (dive under your desk...).When Anthony y Trollope visited New Zealand around
1870, he apparently complained that it was too much like home: “‘The great drawback to New
Zealand … comes from the feeling that after crossing the world and journeying over so many
thousand miles, you have not at all succeeded in getting away from England.”New Zealand has
changed a lot since Trollope’s visit, but there is no doubt that for many Britons there is still a
comforting familiarity about the country. What Trollope described as a drawback might be an
attraction for some. A warmer, sunnier version of home, with better beaches, vineyards, skiing
and bungy jumping, could be very tempting.BreakTina and Paul Budd moved to Wellington with
their two sons, Daniel, 11, and Jake, eight, in 2013. In the UK, Tina and Paul were both police
officers and the family lived in Torquay, Devon.What prompted you to move to New Zealand?
Was it a family or work decision?We visited NZ about seven years ago and fell in love with the
country. We never actually thought about moving here until two years ago. The police force we
were working for decided that all police officers who had served for 30 years must retire. So at
48 years old, Paul was forced to retire. He looked for a job within the UK but couldn’t find
anything, so we decided to try NZ where he was offered a job.How long did it take between
making the decision to move and actually moving?It took approximately three years.How was
the move itself?The move itself was fine. Other than the long journey and jet lag everything went
smoothly. It was a very strange feeling to set off on such a long journey with only one way
tickets.We had the added distraction or complication of traveling with a film crew from CBBC
(the children’s’ television channel) who filmed our whole journey. Whilst While they got to
entertain the boys on the long flights, it was disconcerting to wake up from disrupted sleep to
find a camera recording you snoring and dribbling.How and why did you choose NZ and how/
why did you choose the location where you now live? What is good/less good about it?We love
New Zealand for its laid back style and their ‘can do’ attitude to life. We did not choose to live in
Wellington but that was where the employment was. We originally wanted to live in the south
island, however having lived here for a year now, we love it. Less good has to be the cost of living
and the cost of everything here. Most things are ridiculously expensive compared to the UK,
although some things are less.What tips would you offer to others thinking of moving to NZ?
How can people avoid pitfalls you have experienced?We don’t feel that we have experienced
any pitfalls, everything has gone great. Advice is to bring as much stuff as you can with you.,
Emotions will hit you at the silliest of times and you have to be prepared as much as you can for
that, it isn’t easy. Go with the flow and accept things are done differently - it is another country
not another version of the UK.Have you had any particular experience of either the health
service/schools/real estate market/ looking for a job or setting up your own business? If so
please tell us a little about it?Health services: The a – Accident treatment here is free and after



my son fell badly on an ice rink, he was taken to hospital for a spinal x-ray, and the service we
received was excellent. A visit to the doctor is expensive if you’re not used to it. What does
amaze me is that you have to pay for annual screening tests for certain cancer conditions,
having said that the pharmacists are very good here and give advice and recommendations all
the time.Schools – you are asked to make ‘voluntary’ donations yearly, for each child, then you
have to buy stationary and still pay for certain school trips. The boys love school here, there is no
uniform at their primary school, until the move up to college and they enjoy all the subjects. They
are allowed to climb trees and there is a huge climbing frame called ‘the big fort’ in the
playground which has a zip-wire, swings, rope ladders. Children are encouraged to use this as it
is seen that exercise is good for them. This is also open after school and at weekends for the
kids to use and enjoy. They still have competitive sports days/events here.Real estate, at first we
rented, but we have now bought our own house, In NZ insulation, double glazing and heating is
seen as optional. Our first rental had a gas fire in the lounge for the whole house. Windows wept
every day with condensation and it did smell of damp. When we told the agent the response was
very much “what’s the problem with that? You just need to wipe the windows.” The house we
have bought is dated and has no insulation or heating source at all. But, it does have awesome
sea views, which we never could have afforded in the UK. Having said that properties are being
modernized and insulated etc and new houses have to have insulation and double glazing.
Buying a house here is a very easy and a better, quicker process unlike the UK.Paul works for a
Government Department and finds them really good employers happy to invest in their
workforce and listen to opinion. All levels of management are happy to talk and expect to be
addressed by first names. Dress down Fridays is great fun, when jeans and tee shirts replace
suits and ties (although not everyone bothers with a tie!) Team work and esprit de corp are really
strong in my office. Paul loves working with Kiwis and for New Zealand.If you were asked to
characterise NZ or the NZ people, what would you say? Are there any major cultural differences?
We find overall that they are so friendly, so willing to help and so happy to include you. We have
made many friends here in just a year. An example would be Paul’s commute to work by train.
Unlike the UK, nearly everybody smiles and says hello and you have conversations with your
fellow commuters and form friendships. Gentlemen still give up their seats for ladies and school
kids give up their seats for adults (they have to as a condition of their half price tickets!).Did you
find it easy to fit in?Yes we made a big effort to make friends and having children certainly made
it easier. We were given a piece of advice before moving, go to everything you get invited to,
make lots of friends and then decide who will be your good friends. We all did that and now have
many good friends. We had a good social life in the UK but it is far more hectic over here, our
calendar gets full with get get-togethers, parties and BBQ’s. We love the Kiwi “bring a plate”. The
hosts ask all the attendees to bring a specific course or dish, so parties don’t break the budget
and you can have more.Funniest thing/experience that’s happened to you since moving to NZ?
New Zealand is a small country 4.5 million population on the other side of the world and yet we
are forever bumping into people that link back to the UK, Paul went into Specsavers Wellington



and a member of staff came from Torquay and had gone to same school as him, Tina met
another Mum at the school who was born in the same hospital in East London just a month
apart. We were sitting in the ANZ bank opening a bank account telling the lady we had been in
Wellington for only two days and didn’t know anyone, when our friend’s sister banged on the
window and waved hello!What are the best things about living in NZ and in your area?We live
beside the sea and near to mountains and reserves. There are far less health and safety
restrictions and a lot more activities that can be done free of charge. The way of life out here is to
be outdoors, so even if you don’t normally walk, cycle, or run regularly you feel the impulse to do
so because everyone else is.The absolute best thing being here is the blue skies, even in the
middle of winter there will be blue sky days and warm 20degrees weather.Today is mMid- may,
equivalent to mid November in the UK and its 23 degrees outside.The scenery goes from take
your breath away to absolutely stunning at every twist and turn of a journey. It is so unun
congested, that you can wander up peaks (often called ‘knobs’ to the amusement of our eight
and 11 eleven year old sons) and see no one else for hours, but if you do, they smile and say
“How are you?” – And we don’t not shuffle by like strangers do in the UK.Is there anything you
wish people had told you before you moved to New Zealand?Paul says that the Craft Ale is good
and some is outstanding, but you can never get a beer that tastes as good as a hand pulled,
cask brewed, British beer. There is a boom in craft ale and an ever growing multitude of micro
breweries. Hops are now grown in New Zealand that have been imported from around the world.
If I am patient and persistent and try them all, eventually someone must replicate the taste of
British beer.CHAPTER 2

Tina and Paul Budd moved to Wellington with their two sons, Daniel, 11, and Jake, eight, in
2013. In the UK, Tina and Paul were both police officers and the family lived in Torquay,
Devon.What prompted you to move to New Zealand? Was it a family or work decision?We
visited NZ about seven years ago and fell in love with the country. We never actually thought
about moving here until two years ago. The police force we were working for decided that all
police officers who had served for 30 years must retire. So at 48 years old, Paul was forced to
retire. He looked for a job within the UK but couldn’t find anything, so we decided to try NZ
where he was offered a job.How long did it take between making the decision to move and
actually moving?It took approximately three years.How was the move itself?The move itself was
fine. Other than the long journey and jet lag everything went smoothly. It was a very strange
feeling to set off on such a long journey with only one way tickets.We had the added distraction
or complication of traveling with a film crew from CBBC (the children’s’ television channel) who
filmed our whole journey. Whilst While they got to entertain the boys on the long flights, it was
disconcerting to wake up from disrupted sleep to find a camera recording you snoring and
dribbling.How and why did you choose NZ and how/why did you choose the location where you
now live? What is good/less good about it?We love New Zealand for its laid back style and their
‘can do’ attitude to life. We did not choose to live in Wellington but that was where the



employment was. We originally wanted to live in the south island, however having lived here for a
year now, we love it. Less good has to be the cost of living and the cost of everything here. Most
things are ridiculously expensive compared to the UK, although some things are less.What tips
would you offer to others thinking of moving to NZ? How can people avoid pitfalls you have
experienced?We don’t feel that we have experienced any pitfalls, everything has gone great.
Advice is to bring as much stuff as you can with you., Emotions will hit you at the silliest of times
and you have to be prepared as much as you can for that, it isn’t easy. Go with the flow and
accept things are done differently - it is another country not another version of the UK.Have you
had any particular experience of either the health service/schools/real estate market/ looking for
a job or setting up your own business? If so please tell us a little about it?Health services: The a
– Accident treatment here is free and after my son fell badly on an ice rink, he was taken to
hospital for a spinal x-ray, and the service we received was excellent. A visit to the doctor is
expensive if you’re not used to it. What does amaze me is that you have to pay for annual
screening tests for certain cancer conditions, having said that the pharmacists are very good
here and give advice and recommendations all the time.Schools – you are asked to make
‘voluntary’ donations yearly, for each child, then you have to buy stationary and still pay for
certain school trips. The boys love school here, there is no uniform at their primary school, until
the move up to college and they enjoy all the subjects. They are allowed to climb trees and there
is a huge climbing frame called ‘the big fort’ in the playground which has a zip-wire, swings, rope
ladders. Children are encouraged to use this as it is seen that exercise is good for them. This is
also open after school and at weekends for the kids to use and enjoy. They still have competitive
sports days/events here.Real estate, at first we rented, but we have now bought our own house,
In NZ insulation, double glazing and heating is seen as optional. Our first rental had a gas fire in
the lounge for the whole house. Windows wept every day with condensation and it did smell of
damp. When we told the agent the response was very much “what’s the problem with that? You
just need to wipe the windows.” The house we have bought is dated and has no insulation or
heating source at all. But, it does have awesome sea views, which we never could have afforded
in the UK. Having said that properties are being modernized and insulated etc and new houses
have to have insulation and double glazing. Buying a house here is a very easy and a better,
quicker process unlike the UK.Paul works for a Government Department and finds them really
good employers happy to invest in their workforce and listen to opinion. All levels of
management are happy to talk and expect to be addressed by first names. Dress down Fridays
is great fun, when jeans and tee shirts replace suits and ties (although not everyone bothers with
a tie!) Team work and esprit de corp are really strong in my office. Paul loves working with Kiwis
and for New Zealand.If you were asked to characterise NZ or the NZ people, what would you
say? Are there any major cultural differences?We find overall that they are so friendly, so willing
to help and so happy to include you. We have made many friends here in just a year. An example
would be Paul’s commute to work by train. Unlike the UK, nearly everybody smiles and says
hello and you have conversations with your fellow commuters and form friendships. Gentlemen



still give up their seats for ladies and school kids give up their seats for adults (they have to as a
condition of their half price tickets!).Did you find it easy to fit in?Yes we made a big effort to make
friends and having children certainly made it easier. We were given a piece of advice before
moving, go to everything you get invited to, make lots of friends and then decide who will be your
good friends. We all did that and now have many good friends. We had a good social life in the
UK but it is far more hectic over here, our calendar gets full with get get-togethers, parties and
BBQ’s. We love the Kiwi “bring a plate”. The hosts ask all the attendees to bring a specific
course or dish, so parties don’t break the budget and you can have more.Funniest thing/
experience that’s happened to you since moving to NZ?New Zealand is a small country 4.5
million population on the other side of the world and yet we are forever bumping into people that
link back to the UK, Paul went into Specsavers Wellington and a member of staff came from
Torquay and had gone to same school as him, Tina met another Mum at the school who was
born in the same hospital in East London just a month apart. We were sitting in the ANZ bank
opening a bank account telling the lady we had been in Wellington for only two days and didn’t
know anyone, when our friend’s sister banged on the window and waved hello!What are the best
things about living in NZ and in your area?We live beside the sea and near to mountains and
reserves. There are far less health and safety restrictions and a lot more activities that can be
done free of charge. The way of life out here is to be outdoors, so even if you don’t normally
walk, cycle, or run regularly you feel the impulse to do so because everyone else is.The absolute
best thing being here is the blue skies, even in the middle of winter there will be blue sky days
and warm 20degrees weather.Today is mMid- may, equivalent to mid November in the UK and
its 23 degrees outside.The scenery goes from take your breath away to absolutely stunning at
every twist and turn of a journey. It is so unun congested, that you can wander up peaks (often
called ‘knobs’ to the amusement of our eight and 11 eleven year old sons) and see no one else
for hours, but if you do, they smile and say “How are you?” – And we don’t not shuffle by like
strangers do in the UK.Is there anything you wish people had told you before you moved to New
Zealand?Paul says that the Craft Ale is good and some is outstanding, but you can never get a
beer that tastes as good as a hand pulled, cask brewed, British beer. There is a boom in craft ale
and an ever growing multitude of micro breweries. Hops are now grown in New Zealand that
have been imported from around the world. If I am patient and persistent and try them all,
eventually someone must replicate the taste of British beer.CHAPTER 2Best places to
liveRenting versus buying, the housing market, the nicest areas, cities, towns and suburbs - who
they suit best, how to move... and moving your petsWith so many beautiful places to live in New
Zealand, it will be hard to choose where to settle down. But if you don’t like filling in forms, or are
not very good at spelling, you will probably prefer not to to live in:
Taumatawhakatangihangakoauauotamateapokaiwhenuakitanatahu.It may look as though
someone is sitting on the computer keyboard, but this is the name of a hilltop in North Island. It is
the world’s longest place name, which roughly translated means: “The summit where Tamatea,
the man with the big knees, the climber of mountains, the land-swallower who travelled about,



played his nose flute to his loved one”.The long name has deterred everybody else from settling
there too. There are no houses, just a very long sign on the roadside, with lovely views of the
ocean.You can never be far from the sea in New Zealand. To be precise, nowhere in the country
is more than 128 kms from beach. The country has 15,000 kms (9350 miles) of coastline,
including some of the world’s most beautiful beaches and hundreds of small, uninhabited
islands. There are surf beaches, mostly on the wilder west coast, which is pounded by the
Tasman Sea. On the east coast beaches are quieter with white sand and gentle waves. The
further south you go, the quieter the beaches.All of the major cities are situated on the coast. In
fact sea views are so taken for granted by some estate agents that they barely seem to bother to
mention them in the particulars, focussing instead on the really exciting things about a house. A
house advertised for sale near Waihi Beach reads: ‘Four bedroomed house with LARGE
SHED.‘, underneath, in small letters is: ‘two bathrooms, outdoor deck, garage, weekly garbage
collection, sea view from every room’.Proximity to the sea, a large city, or to work can all help a
newcomer decide where to live, but it is important to also consider the climate, which varies
considerably across the country. New Zealand is long and narrow, and situated half way
between the South Pole and the Equator, and so can get the best, or worst of both climate
extremes. Do you like semi-tropical weather? If so go to the north of the North Island. If you
prefer a mediterranean climate with hot summers and snow in the winter, you might prefer the
South Island.Many New Zealanders say it is impossible to choose between the two islands as
they are so different. One resident blogger described picking a favourite out of the two islands
was impossible, like choosing a favourite child, but most locals have their own declared
preferences. Naturally those who live on South Island swear that it is the best place to live, while
those from North Island say that is the best place.North Island’s population is three times larger
than South Island’s although it is smaller. The country’s largest and most cosmopolitan cities,
Wellington and Auckland, are both located on North Island. The weather is warmer than in the
south and it has a more visible Maori culture, as well as sites of geothermal activity, especially at
Rotorua. In fact, Frying Pan Lake near Rotorua is the world’s largest hot water spring with
temperatures reaching 200C at its deepest point.South Island is quieter, although home to New
Zealand’s adventure capital, Queenstown. The south has dramatic mountain scenery, some of
the country’s best known and most stunning landscapes and is often sought by those wanting to
escape from busy lives.Because everywhere is close to the sea, New Zealand is relatively wet,
but this means it is also very green, with lush vegetation. Auckland is probably the wettest city. It
receives 1,240mm of rain a year. If you prefer sunshine, Christchurch on South Island gets half
that.Nearly a quarter of New Zealand’s 4.5million population live in Auckland, making it the
busiest and most expensive city. But it is also a cosmopolitan city with a wide range of good
schools and jobs. In 2014 it was named the world’s third best city to live in, after Vienna and
Zurich, in the Mercer Quality of Living rankings.Other large cities include the capital, Wellington,
Christchurch, Tauranga, Hamilton and Dunedin. Our guide to the best places to live in New
Zealand covers nearly every town. We tell you the downsides and the upsides of each place,



plus average house prices (in New Zealand dollars, so check for the current exchange rate to
see how they compare to UK prices, in May 2014 it was approximately two dollars to every
pound sterling). There is also clear information on the housing market, how to rent to buy a
property in and even how to bring your pet with you - the finishing touch to really make New
Zealand seem like home.Rent or buy?The government’s immigration service promises that New
Zealand has something for everyone. They suggest that new migrants, not tied to an area
through a job, to stay in temporary accommodation and look around for as long as possible until
they find the area they would like to settle.Wendy Naepflin, a British relocation agent, owner of
the Whangarei Relocation Service, agrees with this advice. She said it is important to take your
time when settling in to a new city, whether you plan to rent, or buy a house: “Housing is very
important and many people solve this problem differently.”

Living in New Lululemon, Living in New Lowes



Paul J Sparks, “Good general outline needs more detail on actual costngs involved and the time
frame involved.PS. Good general information on what areas you need to study when planning to
live in NZ. Could do with more details of the costs involved in jumping through the many hoops
are presented by the processes the immigration service throws at you.”
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